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did not hesitate to inform His Majesty of this fact in a
special note, recommending at the same time that officials
with such beliefs should be given a hearing. Some time
afterwards Adjutant-General Likhachov inquired of Count
Witte whether it was not at his suggestion that the Em-
peror had been good enough to summon him, to which Count
Witte answered that he could not say, but that he had, in-
deed, considered it his duty to notify His Majesty that some
of the functionaries had formed a clear conception of the
course of action required by existing conditions, and that in
his estimation it would doubtless be very helpful for His
Majesty to give them an audience. On the nth and I2th
of October, Count Witte was told, his program was brought
up for discussion; and on the I3th he received the follow-
ing telegram from the Emperor:
"Until the confirmation of the Cabinet Law, I direct
you to coordinate the activities of the ministers, whom I
instruct to restore order everywhere. Only in the tranquil
current of the Empire's life will it be possible for the Gov-
ernment to cooperate in constructive work with the future
freely chosen representatives of my people."
By reason of this message Count Witte again went to
Peterhof on the morning of the I4th and insisted that it
would be impossible to allay the unrest merely through
uniting the ministers holding different views, and that cir-
cumstances demanded the adoption of resolute measures in
either of the directions already indicated. On this occasion,
due to His Majesty's previous remark as to the desirability
of publishing the substance of the note in a manifesto,
Count Witte laid before His Majesty a summary of his
report with a foreword explaining that the abstract had
been drawn up at the order and direction of His Majesty,
to whom it would be presented for official sanction in case
it met with approval. As for the publication of a manifesto,
which is proclaimed in all the churches, Count Witte pointed